
 

                        

        

 

Call for participants 

Summer School: Managing Flood Disasters in Delta Cities 

18 – 24 June 2017 Tsinghua University, Beijing, China 

 

Both China and The Netherlands have a long history of flood disasters and extensive expertise in 

flood risk management. Flood risk management and disaster response both deal with flooding, but 

are, up to now, relatively separate communities, both in science as well as in policy-making.  

Increasingly, many of the world’s economic activities take place in delta areas. Urban centres in 

these deltas, or delta cities, are subject to various natural hazards. Urban floods are among the most 

frequent and impactful natural disasters that may affect delta cities. As populations and economic 

activities grow, the impacts of urban flooding become potentially even more catastrophic.  

 

This Summer School aims to bring together Dutch and Chinese experts from flood risk management 

and disaster response to facilitate the exchange of best practices and knowledge on effective flood 

disaster management.  

 

This Summer School is made possible by financial support from the Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences 

(KNAW) China Exchange Program.  

Program 

The program of this Summer School will consist of a mix of lectures, simulation games, assignments 

and field visit(s). The program will expose participants to three distinct phases in relation to flood 

management: preparedness and long-term planning, disaster response and recovery. These three 

phases will be brought together through distinct cross-cutting perspectives for adaptive 

management, monitoring and learning as well as community engagement. 

 

Speakers and lecturers are renowned experts in these fields from Delft University of Technology, 

Tsinghua University, Deltares and XVR. The language of the Summer School will be English. All 

participants will receive a certificate of attendance.  

Participants 

The summer school invites researchers and practitioners from delta management, disaster 

management or other relevant fields. Junior researchers (PhDs, postdocs) are especially encouraged 

to participate.  

 

https://www.knaw.nl/en/international/scientific-cooperation-with-china/china-exchange-programme
http://www.tbm.tudelft.nl/over-faculteit/afdelingen/multi-actor-systems/sections/policy-analysis/
http://www.tsinghua.edu.cn/publish/newthuen/index.html
https://www.deltares.nl/en/
http://www.xvrsim.com/


 

                        

        

There are a maximum of 40 places available for Summer School participants. Acceptance to the 

Summer School will be based on relevant research background and interests, as well as a regional 

balance from East and West.  

Benefits from Attending 

Participants of this Summer School will learn the state of the art in flood risk management and flood 

disaster response and recovery. The Summer School provides an interdisciplinary forum that will 

build and strengthen collaborations between these two research communities from the East and the 

West. At the Summer School, participants are expected to work in groups whose tasks include: 

 

● Analysis and discussion of relevant flood disaster cases for delta cities; 

● Study the role of adaptive planning for disaster preparedness and response; 

● Study the role of community preparedness and response; 

● Exercising, gaming and role playing; 

● Use of dedicated simulation software.  

 

All students will be stimulated to interact and discuss their work with the experts. Ample 

opportunity will be provided for social activities during the Summer School. The Summer School is 

intended to be an intellectually and socially stimulating environment, and expected to result in 

active networking long after the summer school is over. 

 

Important Dates  

 

April 1st 2017   Application deadline: application submission (see below) 

April 15th  2017  Notification of nomination acceptance/rejection  

May 1st 2017  Early Registration deadline 

May 30th 2017  Late Registration deadline 

June 18th – 24th 2017 Summer School. 

Instructions for application 

Participation is by invitation only. Admission is limited to 40 participants in total. 

Please send to the Summer School Program Committee (email address: 

SummerSchoolDeltaCities@tudelft.nl) the following two documents before Saturday April 1st 2017:  

- An up to date Curriculum Vitae 

- A two page document in which you should describe your research or work experience, as 

well as why you are interested in the theme of the Summer School and indicate the 

relevance of the theme to your research or work.  

 

mailto:SummerSchoolDeltaCities@tudelft.nl


 

                        

        

Applicants will be informed of acceptance by April 15th 2017. Upon acceptance of your application, 

you will be asked to confirm your participation and complete your registration. 

Venue 

The summer school will take place in Tsinghua university campus, Beijing, China. More practical 

information will be provided later via the summer school website.  

Cost 

The early bird registration (before May 1st 2017) is 350 euro. 

 

The regular registration (after May 1st 2017) is 450 euro. 

 

The registration fee for the summer school covers all course materials, field visits, social activities, 

and the catering during the summer school. All the participants are kindly asked to pay for the 

summer school registration fee. 

 

Please note that the registration fee does not include the travel cost to Beijing nor the 

accommodation in Beijing. The organizers are currently checking the options for providing discounts 

for accommodation in selected hotels. Information will be provided upon acceptance.     

Scholarship for Dutch Students  

For Dutch students, there are up to 12 scholarships available that will cover the travel and 

accommodation. Decisions will be made by the Organizing Committee upon reviewing the 

applications.  

Organizing Committee 

Prof. dr. Bartel Van de Walle (Chair), Faculty of Technology, Policy and Management, TU Delft, The 

Netherlands 

Prof. dr. Hui Zhang (Chair), Institute of Public Safety Research, Tsinghua University, China 

Prof. dr. Hong Huang, Institute of Public Safety Research, Tsinghua University, China 

Dr. Yi Liu, Institute of Public Safety Research, Tsinghua University, China 

Dr. ir. Leon Hermans, Faculty of Technology, Policy and Management, TU Delft, The Netherlands 

Dr. ir. Yan Wang, Faculty of Technology, Policy and Management, TU Delft, The Netherlands 

Drs. ing. Kenny Meesters, Faculty of Technology, Policy and Management, TU Delft, The Netherlands 

http://www.tudelft.nl/SummerSchoolDeltaCities


 

                        

        

Questions 

If you would like more information about the summer school or have questions regarding the 

application, please contact Dr. Yan Wang at SummerSchoolDeltaCities@tudelft.nl.  

mailto:SummerSchoolDeltaCities@tudelft.nl

